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i ndi vidual's, the young children sent back to be further al?used.
ut It

And it happens...if it happens once it happens too often,

happens time and again inthis state. We have to stop this
cycle. We have to stop this incredible intolerable sjtuation

fromcontinuing. | don't know that we have all the solutions
obviously in this bill, as | said, but we certainly go 4 long
way from where we are right nowin helping the problem tpq

introduction of the bill, LB 886, this year with Senator Schnit,

and then last year I had another piece of I egislation yery

similar, indicated the frustrations with the county attorneys

and the county attorney systemnot prosecuting, not follow ng
through, not hel ping these abusedchildren. Andwe found that

that wasn' t, of course, universal. Every county did not hav

this problem But much of the.. many of the counties had some
difficulty. It wasn't al.ways their fault, it was a situation
where we have underpaid, overworked county attorneys. They
don't have the training, they don't have the 55/ aries to put the
time in, and they don't have the background in Al 5%3rea. And

we found that they sipply were unable to '

particul ar problem And, r1‘n?a¥1kly, they' re havi ngrezpz?i}?c&htli
responding to many other problems as well. So. we were
suggesting the Attorney General take over ¢{his respohsibilit ’
have a special group of attorneys with the expertise and abi Ii%,y
to dea' with these cases. We found, of course, the county
attorneys do not want to give up that authority directly to e
Attorney General, and we also found that theywere probably
right, that giving all this authority just to one individual i

the whol e state may be too nuch of a del egation of authority to

one individual . So, we cane up with a conpromise that | feel
very, very good about. County attorneys will still have the
front-line prosecution responsibility. They'|l still pe there

to turn to, and hopefully the% will respond with the better
training and the assistance through the Crinmes Against chidren
Fund t hat will bring in expert witnesses, that we will beable
to have support from the Attorney General for these county
attorneys to do thejob that theyare sypposedto be doing in
this area. But, if they should fail us stillp, if, despite th

i nprovenents in the systemthat | just outlined fail, the
Attorney General would still be able to be contacted by
individuals interested in a particular case,asin the one |

just mentioned, or any other case where they feel that an

i ndividual has been abused, and the individual per?etrati ng that
abuse was not prosecuted, they can go to the AttorneyGeheral.

The Attorney Gene'ral will have the responsibi lity, will have the
authority , will have the staffing, .
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